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Federal CommllOicatlOn~ ...V1nmtSSlOl

Ollice of the Secretary
W58AV in Buffalo, New York, an LPTV owned by Ralph

n Systems,Inc. I'm writing to support the Petition
filed by the Community Broadcasters Association

Dear Ms. Searcy:

Donna R. Searcy, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
Washington, DC 20554

I am the station manager
Nader's Citizens Te1evisi
for Rule Making (R -7772
(CBA) on June 10, 1991.

't.

LPTV owners and managers need a fair chance in the broadcasting business
world. That fair chance will come through changes proposed by the CBA: four­
and six-letter call signs, expanded power limits to cover the community,
recognition and responsibilities as television stations and understanding that
we are community broadcasters not low power broadcasters.

While these changes may seem minor to you, they can make or break a community
station. Television stations need viewers, supporters and in many cases like
ours, advertisers. If we don't have the power to reach our entire community,
we miss out on viewers and advertisers aren't interested. Combination call
letters and the designation as low power set us apart. Rating services and
advertisers rarely call, cable systems often are reluctant to carry us and
viewers just wonder who we are, what we are and why they can't get us clearly
on their television sets.

W58AV signed on the air in late 1988. In mid-year 1991, we are still trying
to cover our costs. W58AV follows Ralph Nader's beliefs that the airwaves are
public and should be used by and for the community of its origination. While
strong in beliefs, the station struggled for the first few years to define its
market position. In January 1991, Medaille College agreed to work with CTVS
to create manageable community programming.

The battle has been uphill. While W58AV remains our call sign, we go to
market as WAV-TV 58, Buffalo's Community Television. Our network programming
affiliation has gone from the Learning Channel to Channel America which gives
us freedom to preempt for our local programming. Our local programming
includes municipal and school board meetings, talk shows like: Teen Talk,
Media Magazine and Your Health and You. We go on location for election
debates, opening day at the ball park and Special Olympics. We continue to
develop new programs like the education shows by parents groups and
sitcom/comedy show wrap-arounds. We produce and air holiday greetings for
anyone who wants to pay the nominal $20 or $30 fee. We dream of going live
with video soapbox shows, talent shows or holiday specials. In short, we try
to practice what we preach.
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As a community broadcaster, we feel we have the flexibility to take risks with
local programming. Indeed it is our responsibility as designated user of the
airwaves to provide for and challenge our community to use the technology of
the airwaves.

However we must pay the bills or we will cease to exist as a strong media
presence in Western New York. In order to pay the bills, the viewers and the
advertisers must accept us as "real" TV. Funny call signs, power
insignificant to reach our entire community and desl.ghatlonas; LPTV leave the
viewers and advertisers wondering when we are gl;)i.ngto be on "real" TV.

Please support the Petition for Rule Making (RM-7772) filed by the Community
Broadcasters Association on June 10, 1991.

Thank you for listening to those you regUlate.

Sincerely,

~
Chamberlain
Manager

copy: Peter Tannenwald, Esq.
Community Broadcasters Association


